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GETS AN ANNUITY; 
SUES FOR DIVORCE 


Wife’s Court Action Against 
Henry Gordon Strong Re- 
calls Odd Compact. 


SHE CHARGES DESERTION. 


Says Husband Left Her Soon 
After Contract Was Made; 
Denied Trouble Then. 


Mrs. Margaret Hubbard Strong filed suit 
for divorce in the Circuit court yesterday. 
Ber action recalled an unusual compact that 
interested Lake Forest residents in the sum- 
mer of 1908, when Henry Gordon Strong gave 
bis wife a comfortable annuity and filed a 
eontract with the county recorder. 

In her ĉivorce bill Mra. Strong charged her 
husband deserted her on Dec. 1, 1908 or four 
months after, bestowing upon her a sum 
totaling $100,000, 1f the terms of the compact 
are executed. 

Agreements similar to the one made by 
Mr. end Mrs. Strong and placed on record 
on July 27, 1908, usually accompany proceed- 
ingå Ar a legal separation. That this was 
the rason for the pact was emphatically de- 
nied at the time by both parties, and this de- 


nial was reiterated yesterday by Silas H. 


Strawn, attorney for Mrs. Strong. 

“There was no thought of divorce when 
the compact was written,” sald Attorney 
Strawn. “ This is just a plain case of Geser- 


tion. The term desertion is not used to con- | 


etal some more disagreeable cause for the 
sit” 
Terms of the Compact. 

By the terms of the compact both Mn and 
Mrs. Strong released all dower or inheritance 
rights from each other, while Mr. Strong 
agreed to pay his wife $4,000 a year for the 
first ten years efter July 1, 1008; $4,500 a 
year for the second ten years, and thereafter 
$8,000 a year until her death. 

In detail the compact provides thet should 
Mr. Strong fall to make the payments con- 
tracted to be made, all payments will then 
be dus, it being necessary only for Mrs. 
krong to demand the payment past due and 
give thirty days grace, when she can demand 
the settlement of the entire contract. 

The compact contained no clause whieh 
would govern the question of divorce 

Mr. Strong was interviewed the day the 
@ompact was filed and expressed himself at 
being disgusted over the report it implied a 
geperation. 

“We always have lived together and I 
bope that we always will live together,” he 
md 

Returns to Lake Forest. 

Ommediately after the separation Mrs. 
Strong left Lake Forest and has been resid- 
ing at the Hotel Virginia, Ohio and Rush 
streets, until recently. She returned to Lake 
Forest and !s said to be Hving thera, 

At the offices of Gordon Strong & Co. In 
the afternoon it was reported Mr. Strong 
hed left the city at 4 o'clock on a business 
trip and would not return to Chicago until 
Monday or Tuesday. He is a member of the 
Chicago, Union League, end Onwentsia 
clubs, 

The Strongs were married on May 15, 190L 
There are no children. 
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